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[DATE]

[Agricultural Fieldman’s Name]  	Comment by aaron toma: Agfieldman for your municipality and their contact information can be found here - https://aaaf.ab.ca/aaaf-directory.html?view=directory
Agricultural Fieldman
[Address]
[Postal Code]

Subject: Reserving select areas of forage from being sprayed or mowed to allow bees extra time for nectar collection. 

Dear [Ag Fieldman’s NAME], 
My name is [YOUR NAME] and I am a local beekeeper with bee colonies located within your municipality district/county.  As mentioned in the subject, I would like to request that you reserve certain ditches/areas that contain quality forage for bees, from being immediately sprayed or mowed. As you are likely aware, managed pollinators and wild pollinators are essential to the environment, and are extremely beneficial to not only wildflowers and forage in the area, but also to many field crops grown in the surrounding area. Spraying and mowing of ditches in the county reduces the availability of nectar that bees and other pollinators have access to. Especially in years of draught and heat, the availability of these forage areas become very important, since pollinator’s usual sources for nectar (such as canola fields) may be lacking due to the heat/drought. 
 the 2021 crop season has been largely affected by drought, as well as significant heat stress. These conditions have resulted in very unfavourable circumstances for bees as they rely on the nectar being produced by plants throughout the province. The harsh weather conditions have resulted in significantly less crop forage, as well as less wild forage for honeybees and other pollinators to feed on. If possible, it would be very beneficial to my bees, as well as other pollinators in the area if the forage in the listed locations could be left un-mowed and unsprayed for as long as possible. I hope for your consideration and thanks in anticipation.  
GPS Locations in the municipality with quality forage: 
· [List GPS Locations containing forage]

Regards, 
[YOUR NAME]
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