"+ VARROA MITE SAMPLING

ALBERTA TECH TRANSFER Alcohol Wash Sampling to Monitor Infestation of

PROGRAM Varroa destructor in Honey Bee Colonies

The parasitic Varroa mite, Varroa destructor, is an effective vector of several honey bee viruses and is
currently the most serious pest threat to honey bees in Alberta. The prevalence of Varroa, specially when
associated with viruses, is the leading cause of honey bee colony mortality. For this reason, Varroa
management must be taken seriously and become a regular part of your honey bee management plan.
A good practice is to monitor a minimum of 10 colonies per apiary. Apiaries should be monitored
every spring and fall.

What you will need:
1. Mite shaker/sampling jars
2. 70% Ethanol or winter windshield washer fluid

3. Small tray/tub (e.g. dishwashing tub)




Standard Precautions for Varroa Sampling

Ensure no mites are present in mite shaker from previous tests
Make sure each colony is sampled separately

Be extremely careful handling ethanol or windshield washer fluid around a live colony
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